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hearing it, would not be persuaded that It was made
by an Englishman,, bicause she said it was fuller of
life and spirit than the English aiers used to be; butt
she honoured the Coranto and the maker of it with
her majestyes royall commendation. It grew to that
request, that all the common musitians in this towne,
and all over the kingdome, gott the composition of itt,
and played it publiquely in all places for above thirtie
years after."

The stage, in Shakspeare's time, seems to have been
separated from the pit only by pales9. Soon after the
Restoration, the band, I imagine, took the station
which they have kept ever since, in an orchestra placed
between the stage and the pit1.

The person who spoke the prologue, who entered
immediately after the third sounding-, usually wore

9       " And now that I have vaulted tip so hye,

" Above the stage-rayles of this earthen globe,
<c I must turn actor."    Black BooJce, 4to. 1604-.

See also D'Avenant's Playhouse to be Let:

" Mousieur, you may draw up your troop of forces
tc Within the pales"

1 See the first direction in The Tempest, altered by D'Avenant
and Dryden, and acted at the Duke's Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-
Fields, in 1667:

" The front of the stage is opened, and the band of twenty-
four violins, with the harpsicals and theorbos, which accompany
the voices, are placed between the pit and the stage." If this had
not been a novel regulation, the direction would have been unne-
cessary.

Cotgrave, in his Dictionary, 1611, following the idea of ancient
Rome, defines Orchestre, " The senators' or noblemens' places
in a theatre, between the stage and the common seats. Also the
stage itself.'* If musicians had set in this place, when he wrote,
or the term orchestra, in its present sense, had been then known,
there is reason to believe that he would have noticed it. See his
interpretation of Falot, above, in p. 109, n. 7.

The word orchestre is not found in Minsheu's Diet, nor Bullo-
kar's Expositor.

In Cockeram's Interpreter of Hard Words, 1655, it is defined a
scaffold.

* " Present not your selfe on the stage, (especially at a new